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Kralovska obora, Bubenec¢

a Letna na situa¢nim planu
Prahy, z knihy: G.T. Legis-
-Gllckselig, Topographischer
Grundriss von Prag und dessen
Umgebungen, Praha 1835
(nakl. Gottlieb Haase Séhne),
Fototéka UDU AV CR, &. 423/31
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Royal Game Preserve,
Bubenec¢ and Letna on

the situation plan of Prague,
from the book: G.T. Legis-
Gluckselig, Topographischer
Grundriss von Prag und
dessen Umgebungen, Praha
1835 (Gottlieb Haase Séhne
Publishing House), Photo
Library of the IAH CAS,
inv.no.423/31
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1 — Demokratizace
Kralovské obory

Kralovskou oboru v Bubenci (Ovenci) zalozili Pfemyslovci a vzdy patfi-
la k majetku Ceské koruny. Kral Vladislav I1. Jagellonsky ji vtiskl vyraz-
ny rys prestavbou loveckého hradku; cisar Rudolf II. Habsbursky zalozil
velky rybnik napajeny stolou prokopanou skrze letensky kopec a aredl
nedalekého mlyna prestavél na své soukromé utocisté. Po staleti slouzila
vychodni ¢ast obory Habsburktim jako lovecky areal a jeji zdpadni ¢ast
jako $tépnice. Verejnost do ni mohla vstoupit jen prilezitostné.

Obora byla zahrnuta mezi kralovské korunni statky, o néz sice peco-
vala kralovska komora, ale nepatrily do soukromého vlastnictvi panov-
nika. Kral s ni tak mohl disponovat pouze se svolenim ¢eskych stavii. Mél
v§ak prednostni pravo oboru pouzivat pro svou zdbavu, napf. pro ucely
konadni reprezentativnich akci. Penize na péci o aredl a na platy zamést-
nanct (obornik, lov¢i, §tépar) byly sloZeny z rtiznych ¢éstek, hlavné z ko-
morni pokladny; svij vyznam mél také samotny oborni vynos. Kdyz byla
obora pronajata staviim, vétsinu nékladu véetné platu nové zrizené pozi-
ce zahradnika prevzal oborni fond.
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Antonin Pucherna, Plan

vsi Bubeneg, pred 1810,
kolorovana kresba tusi, Sbirka
pland UDU AV CR, v. V. ., Stara
plénové dokumentace

(dale jen UDU AV CR, SPD),
sign. SPD 0657, 420 x 630 mm
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Antonin Pucherna, Plan of the
village of Bubene¢, before
1810, coloured pen and ink
drawing, Collection of Plans
ofthe IAH CAS, v. v.i., Early
Planning Documentation
(hereinafter only IAH

CAS, EPD), sign. SPD 0657,
420 x 630 mm
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1 — Democratisation
of the Royal Game Preserve

The Royal Game Preserve in Bubene¢ (Ovenec) was founded by the Pre-
myslids and has always been the property of the Bohemian Crown. King
Vladislaus II of Hungary gave it a distinctive feature by rebuilding the
hunting lodge; Emperor Rudolf IT of Habsburg founded a large pond fed
by an adit dug through Letna Hill and rebuilt the complex of the nearby
mill into his private retreat. For centuries, the eastern part of the game
preserve served the Habsburgs as a hunting area and its western part as
an orchard. The public could enter it only occasionally.

The game preserve was included among the royal crown estates,
which were looked after by the royal chamber, but were not the private
property of the monarch. The king could dispose of it only with the per-
mission of the Bohemian Estates. However, he had the priority right to
use the area for his own entertainment, e.g. for the purposes of holding
representative events. The money for the care of the preserve and the
salaries of employees (forester, hunter, orchard grafter) were made up of
various amounts, mainly from the chamber treasury; the preserve’s rev-
enue itself was also important. When the park was leased to the Estates,
most of the costs, including the salary of the newly established position
of gardener, were covered by the preserve’s fund.

Heinrich Waldemar Rau,
Horni letohradek v Bubenci,
barevna litografie, z alba
»Album der herrschaftlichen
Landsitze und Schldsser im
Kaiserthum Oesterreich®,
Teplice 1852-1855, UDU AV CR,
V. V. i., Oddéleni dokumentace,
grafiky a kresby (dale jen UDU
AV CR, SGK), sign. G 4631,

154 x 219 mm

g

Heinrich Waldemar Rau,
Upper Summer Residence in
Bubeneg, colour lithograph,
from the album “Album der
herrschaftlichen Landsitze
und Schlésser im Kaiserthum
Oesterreich”, Teplice 1852-55,
IAH CAS, v. v. i., Department
of Documentation, Collection
of Graphics and Drawings
(hereinafter only IAH

CAS, CGD), sign. G 4631,

154 x 219 mm
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Obora byla k ,,zotaveni vefejnosti“ oteviena v roce 1804 na zadost
nejvyssiho prazského purkrabiho Jana Rudolfa Chotka. Nejdrive byla
zpristupnéna znacné odlesnéna partie pod letohradkem a smérem k vy-
chodu; obsahovala i dnesni Vystavisté. Az v roce 1845 byla oficidlné pri-
pojena Stépnice, dnes tzv. psi louka, a sousedici stary park. I pres tuto
prvni prazskou ,,demokratizaci“ ptivodné soukromé zelené byla Praha
ve zfizovani ¢i otevirdni parkt vahavéjsi nez jind stfedoevropska més-
ta; kupr. videnské habsburské aredly Prater a Augarten byly zpristup-
nény v roce 1766, resp. 1775, brnénské Luzanky r. 1785. Rovnéz nékte-
ré soukromé zamecké zahrady v Cechach mély sviij navstévnicky rezim
jiz kolem roku 1800. Zlidovéni je kazdopadné poplatny i nazev parku,
ktery vznikl prekladem némeckého oznaceni sadové ¢asti parku. Kriti-
zuje to ve svém privodci Cesky vlastenec K. V. Zap (1868): ,Némecké
jméno Baumgarten v poslednich letech zcela nejapné na Stromovku pre-
lozZeno jest.“

Z uzitkové obory, jejiz nejvétsi rozlohu v 18. stoleti zaujimaly prona-
jimané louky a pole, ddle pak sady a lesni porost, se areal stal verejnym
prostorem rozvijenym ve stylu anglického krajinarského parku. Jeho
prvky - romantické stavby zasazené v atraktivni topografii a obklopené
nejriznéjsi vegetaci (véetné stromovych solitérti), dle slunné louky na
pozadi svazitého temného lesa, ale i stojata a rychle plynouci voda - za-
chycovali s oblibou jak profesiondlni, tak lai¢ti malifi. AZ na vyjimKy si
vsak vSichni odnéseli ze Stromovky tii kodifikované scenérie, konkrét-
n¢ vzdaleny pohled pres rameno Vltavy na Horni letohrddek a pohled na
néj z bezprostredni blizkosti a ddle zobrazeni Dolniho letohradku v ob-
klopeni navstévnikl, kocart a jezdct na konich. Mélo zndmy Pucherntv
plén [s. 6] zachycuje osdzeni sadové ¢asti Stromovky kolem velké louky
a hustou vysadbu v mistech ustfedniho ,starého parku®. Pred ndstupem
do letohradku je zakreslena Slikovska, respektive Buquoyské zahrada.
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J. N., Pohled do Stromovky,
kolem pol. 19. stoleti, akvarel,
UDU AV CR, SGK, sign. G 1481,
118 x 165 mm

J. N., View of Stromovka, round
the middle of the 19th century,

watercolour, IAH CAS, CGD,
sign. G 1481,118 x 165 mm
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The game preserve was opened for the “recuperation of the public”
in 1804 at the request of the Supreme Burgrave of Prague Jan Rudolf
Chotek. The first to be opened was the largely deforested area below
the Upper Summer Residence and towards the east; it also included what
is the Exhibition Grounds today. It was not until 18435 that the orchard,
now the so-called dog meadow, and the small central “old park” were of-
ficially annexed. Despite this initial Prague “democratization” of orig-
inally private green spaces, Prague was more hesitant than other Cen-
tral European cities in establishing or opening parks; for example, the
Vienna Habsburg complexes of Prater and Augarten were opened to the
public in 1766 and 1775, and Brno’s Luzanky in 1785. Some private cas-
tle gardens in Bohemia also had their own visitor management system
around 1800. The name of the preserve, which was a translation of the
German name for the park’s orchard section, is also due to its popularisa-
tion. The Czech patriot K. V. Zap criticizes this in his guide (1868): “The
German name Baumgarten (Orchard) has been completely mistranslated
into Stromovka in recent years.”

Carl Justus Pescheck, Horni
letohradek, 40. |éta 19. stoleti,
kolorovany lept, UDU AV CR,
SGK, sign. G 0498, 143 x 219 mm

g

Carl Justus Pescheck,
Upper Summer Residence,
1840s, coloured etching,
IAH CAS, CGD, sign. G 0498,
143 x 219 mm
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Anonym, Horni]etohrécjek,
pol. 19. stoleti, UDU AV CR, SGK,
sign. G 0490, 261 x 196 mm
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Anonymous, Upper Summer
Residence, mid-19th century,
IAH CAS, CGD, sign. G 0490,
261 x 196 mm
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From a utility game preserve, the largest area of which in the 18th
century was occupied by rented meadows and fields, then orchards and
forest cover, the complex became a public space developed in the style
of an English landscape park. Its elements - romantic buildings set in at-
tractive topography and surrounded by various vegetation (including soli-
tary trees), sunny meadows against the backdrop of a sloping dark forest,
as well as still and fast-flowing water - were popularly captured by both
professional and lay painters. With a few exceptions, however, everyone
took three codified scenes from Stromovka, namely a distant view across
the branch of the River Vltava to the Upper Summer Residence and a view
of it from up close, and then a depiction of the Lower Summerhouse sur-
rounded by visitors, carriages, and riders on horseback. The little-known
Pucherna’s plan [p. 6] depicts the planting of the orchard part of Stro-
movka around a large meadow and dense planting in the areas of the old
park. The Slik (later Buquoy) Garden is drawn in front of the entrance to
the summer residence.

Anonym, Pohled na Kréalovskou
dvoranu a Horni letohradek,

z alba ,,64 Natur-Zeichnungen
in Bbhmen*, 1816-1819,
rozmyvana kresba hnédym
inkoustem, UDU AV CR, SGK,
sign. G 5432, 166 x 230 mm

g

Anonymous, View of Royal Hall
and Upper Summer Residence,
from the album “64 Natur-
Zeichnungen in B6hmen”,
1816-1819, ink wash drawing
in brown ink, IAH CAS, CGD,
sign. G 5432, 166 x 230 mm

1 — Democratisation of the Royal Game Preserve



2 — Zahradnictvi a oranzerie
u Horniho letohradku

Horni letohradek, nékdy nazyvany také Zamecek (tj. dnesni Mistodrzi-
telsky letohradek), prodélal od doby Jagellonct jen jednu zasadni promé-
nu, a to v dobé Rudolfa II., kdy byla horni terasa obkrouzena arkddovy-
mi ochozy. Pres radu dil¢ich oprav se na konci 18. stoleti ocitl ve velice
$patném stavu. Na jeho novogotické prestavbé v letech 1804-1808 se po-
dileli G. Fischer a J. P. Jondl, nicmén¢ dokonceni detaill se jesté prota-
hovalo. V poloviné stoleti byla zfizena i brana do nadvori pred zamkem.
Nova podoba stavby pritahovala mnoho vedutista.

To v$ak jiz v domku byvalého obornika u letohradku bydlel Josef
Fuchs (1787-1851), od 1. listopadu 1809 prvni oficidlni zahradnik urceny
jen pro oboru. Jeho tkolem bylo v prvni fadé ozdobit okoli letohradku.
Na nadvori Fuchs zridil ndaro¢ny kvétinovy parter, pri¢emz nejobdivova-
né€jsi zahon mél tvar kose vystupujiciho ze zemé. Podobu jizniho parte-
ru ukazuje unikdtni kresba dochovand v UDU AV CR [s. 11], kterou je tie-
ba pripsat Josefu Semberovi. Na rozdil od zminéného pohledu byla jeho
znaméjsi kresba letohradku od severu publikovana jako grafika. Podmin-
kou péstitelstvi bylo zfizeni vodarny u vytoku vyc¢isténé Rudolfovy Stoly,
ktera tlac¢ila vodu nahoru na kopec. Bylo tedy mozné zridit i vodotrysk.
V ohradé naproti letohradku se jako pripominka puvodniho tcelu ared-
Iu chovali dva jelinci.

Josef Sembera,

Horni letohradek a dim
zahradnika ze severu,

pred 1819, kolorovana kresba
tusi a kvas, UDU AV CR, SPD,
sign. SPD 02481,463 x 776 mm

g

Josef Sembera, Upper
Summer Residence and
Gardener’s House from the
north, before 1819, coloured
ink drawing and gouache, IAH
CAS, SPD, sign. SPD 02481,
463 x 776 mm
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2 — Nursery and Orangery
at the Upper Summer Residence

From the time of the Jagiellonians, the Upper Summer Residence (now
called Vicegerent’s Summer Residence) had undergone only one funda-
mental transformation, namely at the time of Rudolf II, when the up-
per terrace was encircled by arcaded galleries. Despite several partial
repairs, it was in very poor condition by the end of the 18th century.
G. Fischer and J. P. Jondl participated in its neo-Gothic reconstruction in
1804-1808, but the completion of the details still dragged out. In the mid-
dle of the century, a gate to the courtyard in front of the chateau was al-
so built. The new appearance of the building attracted many vedutists.
By that time, however, the lodge of the former gamekeeper next to
the summer residence was already occupied by Josef Fuchs (1787-1851),
who on 1 November 1809 became the first official gardener appointed
exclusively for the game preserve. His task was primarily to embellish
the surroundings of the summer residence. In the courtyard, Fuchs cre-
ated a sophisticated flower parterre, with the most admired flowerbed
in the shape of a basket protruding from the ground. The appearance of
the southern parterre is shown in a unique drawing preserved in the IAH
CAS [p. 11], which must be attributed to Josef Sembera. In contrast to
the view mentioned above, his more famous drawing of the summer res-
idence from the north was published as a print. The condition for culti-
vation was the establishment of a waterworks at the outlet of the cleaned
Rudolfine adit, which pushed water up the hill. It was therefore possible
to establish a fountain. In the enclosure opposite the summer residence,
two deer were kept as a reminder of the original purpose of the area.

Josef Sembera, Horni
letohradek a diim zahradnika
z jihu, kolorovana kresba
tusi, pred 1819, Sbirka planu
UDU AV CR, sign. SPD 02480,
463 x 778 mm

g

Josef Sembera, Upper
Summer Residence and
Gardener’s House from the
south, coloured ink drawing,
before 1819, Collection of
Plans of the IAH CAS, sign. SPD
02480,463 x 778 mm
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Jiz od roku 1811 Fuchs opakované predkladal navrhy na vybudovani
skleniku pro péstovani kvétin a dalSich teplomilnych rostlin. Z divodu
velkych nakladt mu bylo vyhovéno az v roce 1820, kdy na stavbu skleni-
ku, respektive oranzerie, prispél také rakousky cisaf Ferdinand I. Poze-
mek u letohrddku byl rozsirfen smérem k bubenec¢skému kostelu. Prace
na oranzerii trvaly nakonec tii roky. Jednalo se o bélostnou stavbu s re-
prezentativnim klasicistnim portdlem, kupoli a dvéma zdénymi kfidly
s prosklenymi sténami smérem k jihu. V soucasnosti je sklenik ruinou.
Zarostly pozemek je v soukromych rukou, do kterych byl vydéan na zakla-
dé ndhrady za restituce. Mezi naletovymi dfevinami se vypinda mohutny
jinan, ktery pravdépodobné pochdzi z prvni upravy parteru pred oranze-
rii od zahradnika Fuchse. Obvod jeho kmene je 3,5 m.

Prvni zahradnik se rovnéz staral o vysazovani novych stromu, listnd-
&t i jehlicnand. Zpocatku se musel spokojit s druhy, které byly v Cechach
bézné. Nakonec si vymohl dovoz fady novinek z Novych Hradud. Kultivo-
val zejména partii starého sadu tak, aby byl z letohradku pékny vyhled.
To se mu bezesporu darilo, protoze v roce 1830 napsal spisovatel Schottky,
Ze pohled od letohradku do udoli je libezny jako sonet. Dulezitym prv-
kem zpfistupniovani Stromovky bylo zfizeni Mescéryho silnice (1861),
diky niz bylo mozné od letohradku pohodIné sjet dolti do Stromovky ke
Slechtovce koc¢arem.

2 — Zahradnictvi a oranzerie u Horniho letohradku

A. Winkler podle C. Wurbse,
Horni letohradek, litografie,
kolem 1850, UDU AV CR, SGK,
sign. G 7388, 95 x 130 mm

g

A. Winkler following C. Wirbs,
Upper Summer Residence,
lithograph, round 1850,

IAH CAS, CGD, sign. G 7388,
95 x 1130 mm

10



Franti$ek Xaver Sandmann,
Horni letohradek od
jihovychodu, kolorovana
litografie, kolem 1840, UDU
AV CR, SGK, sign. G 5643,
155x 210 mm

g

FrantiSek Xaver Sandmann,
Upper Summer Residence
from the southeast,
coloured lithograph,
round 1840, IAH CAS, CGD,
sign. G 5643,155 x 210 mm
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E.C., Oranzerie u Horniho
letohradku, 4. 9. 1849, kvas,
UDU AV CR, SGK, sign. G 0492,
192 x 305 mm

g

E.C.,Orangery at the Upper
Summer Residence, 4
September 1849, gouache,
IAH CAS, CGD, sign. G 0492,
192 x 305 mm

2 — Zahradnictvi a oranzerie u Horniho letohradku

12



13

As early as 1811, Fuchs repeatedly submitted proposals for the con-
struction of a greenhouse for cultivating flowers and other thermophilic
plants. Due to the high costs, his request was only granted in 1820, when
Emperor Ferdinand I of Austria also contributed to its construction.
Architecturally, the building resembles an orangery rather than a tradi-
tional greenhouse. The land near the summer residence was expanded
towards the Bubene¢ church. In the end, the work on the orangery last-
ed three years. It was a white building with a representative classicist
portal, a dome, and two brick wings with glass walls facing south. The
greenhouse is currently a ruin. The overgrown land is in private hands,
to which it was given on the basis of compensation during restitution.
A massive gingko stands out among the invasive trees, which probably
comes from the first modification of the parterre in front of the orangery
by the gardener Fuchs. The circumference of its trunk is 3.5 m.

The first gardener also took care of planting new trees, both decidu-
ous and coniferous. At first, he had to be content with species that were
common in Bohemia. Eventually he managed to import several new
species from Nové Hrady castle. He cultivated a part of the old orchard
in particular, so as to create a nice view from the summer residence.
He was undoubtedly successful in this, because in 1830 the writer Schott-
ky wrote that the view from the summer residence to the valley was as
lovely as a sonnet. An important element in making Stromovka accessi-
ble was the establishment of the Mescéry Road (1861), thanks to which
it was possible to drive down from the Upper Summer Residence to the
Lower Summerhouse.

,Bubentsch bey Prag” -
Pohled na Horni letohradek,
zahradnictvi a oranzerii, kolem
pol. 19. stoleti, litografie, UDU
AV CR, SGK, sign. G 0409,

96 x 173 mm

g

“Bubentsch bey Prag” - View of
the Upper Summer Residence,
Nursery, and Orangery, round
the middle of the 19th century,
lithograph, IAH CAS, CGD,

sign. G 0409, 96 x 173 mm
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Pohled na oranzerii v aredlu View of the Orangery in the complex
byvalého zahradnictvi of the former Nursery at the

u Mistodrzitelského letohradku, Vicegerent’s Summer Residence,
foto Vlado Bohdan, 2025, photo Vlado Bohdan, 2025, Photo
Fototéka UDU AV CR, &.1598/91  Library of the IAH CAS
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3 — Zahradnik Georg Braul
(1801-1886)

Nastupcem Josefa Fuchse byl od roku 1831 Georg Braul, povolany z ra-
kouského Laxenbergu. Byl uspésny v péstovani modnich rostlin i nové
introdukovanych cizokrajnych drevin. Sestavil dokonce prodejni , kata-
log v obore péstovanych rostlin“, jehoz prvni ¢islo z celkovych 34 vy-
$lo roku 1835. Hned v prvnim ro¢niku nabidl Braul k prodeji mexickou
Solandra grandiflora ¢i begonie, déle kapradiny nebo 12 odrtd fuchsii,
jiriny, rize i kere a dreviny v¢etné ovocnych. Pribyvaly odriudy kamé-
lii a azalek. Z prodeje rostlin mél povoleno refundovat své ndklady na
udrzbu Stromovky, které mu nebyly stavovskou pokladnou proplaceny
v celé vysi.

Zahradnikovy péstitelské schopnosti ocenil i cisarsky dvur. V zari
roku 1840 stavové u prilezitosti vojenskych manévri ku cti arciknizete
Frantiska Karla Habsbursko-Lotrinského usporadali u letohradku slav-
nost. Ke skleniku byla pristavéna sloupova sin, osvicena lustry. Dva zadni
salony mély zelené stény z kamélii, pestrych jirinek a aster. Ve skleniku
byl uprostred ziizen okrouhly stan v zemskych barvach. Také venkovni
prostor byl osvétlen a hyril neobvyklymi barvami. Na zamecké vézi oz-
dobené praporem plal v lucerné veliky ohen a v sadech koncertovaly dva
vojenské orchestry.

3 — Zahradnik Georg Braul (1801-1886)

Zikmund Reach (?), RGZova
zahrada ve Stromovce, nedat.,
Zelatinova fotografie, UDU

AV CR, Oddéleni dokumentace,
Sbirka historické

fotografie, inv. &. 4699

g

Zikmund Reach (?), Rose
Garden in Stromovka, undated,
gelatine silver print, IAH CAS,
Department of Documentation,
Collection of Historical
Photographs, Nr. 4699
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3 — Gardener Georg Braul
(1801-1886)

Josef Fuchs was succeeded by Georg Braul called to service from Laxen-
berg, Austria, in 1831. Braul was successful in growing fashionable plants
and newly introduced exotic woody plants. He even compiled a sales
“catalogue of plants cultivated in the game preserve”, the first issue—of
a total of 34—appearing in 1835. In the very first year, Braul offered for
sale Mexican Solandra grandiflora or begonias, as well as ferns or twelve
varieties of fuchsias, dahlias, roses, and shrubs and woody plants, includ-
ing fruit trees. Varieties of camellias and azaleas were also added over
time. From the sale of plants, he was allowed to reimburse his costs for
the maintenance of Stromovka, which were not fully reimbursed by the
Estates’ treasury.

The gardener’s cultivation skills were also appreciated by the imperi-
al court. In September 1840, on the occasion of military manoeuvres, the
Estates held a celebration at the Upper Summer Residence in honour of
Archduke Franz Karl of Habsburg-Lorraine. A columned hall was added
to the greenhouse, illuminated by chandeliers. The two back salons had
green walls made of camellias, colourful dahlias, and asters. A round tent
in the colours of the Czech lands was set up in the middle of the green-
house. The outdoor area was illuminated and overflowed with unusu-
al colours. A large fire burned in the lantern on the castle tower, deco-
rated with a banner, and two military orchestras performed in the park.
Initially, Braul focused mainly on the park improvements around the
greenhouse and then below it, in the places of the so-called old park. He
connected both parts with paths under the summer residence. In March
1845, Stromovka was destroyed by a major flood. Undoubtedly in re-
sponse to this, Braul created plans for garden improvements around the
middle of the 19th century together with Friedrich Wiinscher, the garden
architect of the Counts Kinsky, which also included the transformation
of the eastern part of the game preserve around the former large
pond. The design with the number II has been preserved in the IAH of
the CAS. It shows the embankment of the Podmokelska railway, built
in 1845-1848. The Lower Summerhouse is still depicted in its Baroque
ground plan.

Georg Braul, Verzeichniss

der Gewachshaus - Pflanzen,
welche in dem standischen
Garten in Bubenetsch

zum Tausch und Verkauf
abgegeben werden

(vybrané ro¢niky katalogu
bubenecského zahradnictvi),
Knihovna Narodniho muzea,
sign. 22 C 109, foto S. Dobalova

g

Georg Braul, Verzeichniss

der Gewachshaus - Pflanzen,
welche in dem standischen
Garten in Bubenetsch

zum Tausch und Verkauf
abgegeben werden (selected
volumes of the Bubene¢
Nursery Catalogue), National
Museum Library, sign. 22 C 109,
Photo: S. Dobalova

3 — Gardener Georg Braul (1801-1886)



e T

PLAN IL

ees

bubenfscher Parkes.

Friedrich Winscher a Georg Friedrich Wlnscher and Georg
Braul, Plan bubenec¢ského Braul, Plan of Bubene¢ Park I,
parku Il, pol. 19. stoleti, mid-19th century, coloured
kolorovana kresba tusi, UDU pen and ink drawing,

AV CR, SPD, sign. SPD 05979, IAH CAS, SPD, sign. SPD 05979,
840 x 1470 mm 840 x 1470 mm
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Braul se zprvu vénoval zejména tGpravam parku kolem zahradnictvi
a pak pod nim, v mistech tzv. starého parku. Obé ¢asti propojil pod le-
tohradkem stezkami. V bieznu 1845 ponicila Stromovku velka povoden.
Nepochybné v reakci na to Braul kolem poloviny 19. stoleti vytvoril spo-
lu s Friedrichem Wiinscherem, zahradnim architektem hrabat Kinskych,
pléany sadovych uprav, které zahrnovaly i proménu vychodni ¢asti obory
kolem byvalého velkého rybnika. Navrh s ¢islem II se dochoval v UDU
AV CR. Je na ném jiz zakreslen nasep Podmokelské Zelezni¢ni drahy,
realizované v letech 1845-1848. Dolni letohradek je zpodoben jesté ve
svém baroknim pudorysu.

Na planu je podrobné zakreslen parter pred oranzerii Horniho le-
tohradku, ktery sahal az k ohradni zdi bubenec¢ského hrbitova. Zpoza
oranzerie je do dolniho rybnicku sveden vodopad. V parku je rozmisté-
na fada odpocinkovych zdkouti s lavickami a barevnymi zdhonky, kiizo-
vatky cest jsou zastinény stromy. Propracovany jsou kompozice se sku-
pinami stromii, kefovych pater i solitéri. PobliZ nddrazi (pismeno N) je
zakreslena pivnice a hristé. Velky rybnik je z velké ¢asti napustény, vod-
ni plocha i ostriivek dostaly nepravidelny malebny tvar. Vychodni ¢dsti
dominuje hospodarsky dvir, zfizeny jiz roku 1825 - na jeho misté je dnes
Planetarium. Navrzeny byly tfi romantické chramky (pismeno K). I kdyz
navrh nebyl proveden, mizeme jej chapat jako doklad snahy o koncep-
¢ni feSeni parku. Uprednostnén mohl byt zatim neznamy plan s ¢islem 1.

7 uprav, které Braul realizoval, 1ze zminit napr. kruhovy bazén s vo-
dopddem v misté starého parku nebo riizovy sad pobliz Slechtovky. N4-
stupcem Braula se stal roku 1880 Karel Rozinek. Nastala doba rozkvétu,
protoze na Stromovku bylo uvolnéno mnohem vice penéz; vyuzity by-
ly zejména ke kultivaci byvalé lovecké obory. Severné pobliz brehu re-
ky Vltavy rozsiril Rozinek stromovou $kolku, zalozenou zde Braulem
roku 1855.

3 — Zahradnik Georg Braul (1801-1886)

Zikmund Reach (?),

Zahradnici kolem vodotrysku
ve Stromovce, nedat.,
bromostribrna fotografie, UDU
AV &R, Oddéleni dokumentace,
Sbirka historické

fotografie, inv. &. 4595

g

Zikmund Reach (?),

Gardeners around the fountain
in Stromovka, undated, silver
bromide photograph, IAH CAS,
Department of Documentation,
Collection of Historical
Photographs, Nr. 4595
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The plan shows in detail the parterre in front of the orangery
of the Upper Summer Residence, which extended to the enclosure wall
of the Bubene¢ cemetery. A waterfall is led from behind the orangery in-
to the lower pond. The park has several resting areas with benches and
colourful flower beds, and the intersections of paths are shaded by trees.
Compositions with groups of trees, shrub parterres and solitary plants
are highly developed. A beer hall and playground are drawn near the rail-
way station (letter N). The large pond is largely filled, the water surface
and the island have been given an irregular picturesque shape. The east-
ern part is dominated by a farmyard, established in 1825 - the Planetari-
um is now in its place. Three romantic temples were projected (letter K).
Even though the proposal was not implemented, we can understand it as
evidence of an effort to conceptualise the park. The as-yet unknown plan
with the number I may have been preferred.

Among the modifications that Braul made, we can mention, for ex-
ample, a circular pool with a waterfall on the site of the old park or a rose
garden near Lower Summerhouse. Braul was succeeded by Karel Rozinek
in 1880. A period of prosperity followed, as increased funds were allo-
cated to the Stromovka park, particularly for the cultivation of its west-
ern section, the area of the former game preserve. To the north, near the
bank of the River Vltava, Rozinek expanded the tree nursery originally
established by Braul in 1855.

Zikmund Reach (?), Kastan

ve Stromovce, 1914,
bromostribrna fotografie, UDU
AV &R, Oddéleni dokumentace,
Sbirka historické

fotografie, inv. &. 4547

g

Zikmund Reach (?), Chestnut
tree in Stromovka, 1914, silver
bromide photograph, IAH CAS,
Department of Documentation,
Collection of Historical
Photographs, Nr. 4547
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4 — Dolni Ietghrédek
(dnesni Slechtovka)
a jeho okoli

Pavodni objekt dal k potése ,,Jeho Milosti cisarské vystavét Krystof Fran-
tisek Vladislav z Mitrovic, hruba stavba byla vzty¢ena v letech 1688-89.
Po otevreni obory vefejnosti byl oznacovan jako Krdlovska dvorana nebo
Sal. Byl vniman jako jakysi doplnék Horniho letohradku, kterému vétsi
spolec¢ensky prostor chybél. Ustfednimu salu dominovala grotta a strop
dekorovaly fresky J. J. Steinfelse s namétem sedmi planet.

Po zpristupnéni Stromovky verejnosti zacala byt Krdlovska dvora-
na pronajimana pro ucely restaurace a tan¢irny. Roku 1855 zemsky vy-
bor rozhodl o jeji zasadnéjsi prestavbé v romantickém novogotickém
stylu podle navrhu B. Gruebera a letohrddek obohatily vézové pristav-
by a zasklené arkady. Interiér byl vyzdoben alegorickymi sochami; pod-
le véeho §lo o modely pro pomnik cisafe Frantiska I. Provoz zarizeni
nebyl bezproblémovy, protoZe obora byla navstévovana zejména o viken-
dech a o svatcich ¢i slavnostech. Vyhlasena byla venkovni pivni zahrad-
ka v tzv. Kastance, kam byl roku 1847 umistén litinovy hudebni pavilon.
O popularitu objektu se posléze zaslouzil Vaclav Slechta. Na prelomu
stoleti nachazime celé spodni patro v zajeti zelené. Stavba byla restauro-
vana v letech 2021-22. Ovalny kvétinovy zahon pred pricelim Slechtovy
restaurace byl navrZen dle historické podoby zahonu z obdobi prvni re-
publiky. Pavilon by mél byt po doreseni provozni budovy a znovuzrizeni
Kastanky navracen na své ptivodni misto.
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4 — Dolni letohradek (dnesni Slechtovka) a jeho okoli

Antonin Pucherna, Sal ve
Stromovce, 1808, kolorovany
lept s akvatintou, UDU

AV CR, SGK, sign. G 0739,

160 x 245 mm

g

Antonin Pucherna, Hall in
Stromovka, 1808, coloured
etching with aquatint, IAH
CAS, CGD, sign. G 0739,
160 x 245 mm
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4 — LowervSummerhouse
(later Slechtovka)
and its surroundings

The original building was built for the pleasure of “his imperial grace”
by Krystof FrantiSek Vladislav of Mitrovice (in German Christoph Franz
Wratislaw von Mitrowitz). The rough construction was erected in 1688-
89. After the preserve was opened to the public, the summerhouse was re-
ferred to as the Royal Hall or the Hall. It was perceived as a kind of com-
plement to the Upper Summer Residence, which lacked a larger space
for social gatherings. The central hall was dominated by a grotto and the
ceiling was decorated with frescoes by J. J. Steinfels with the theme of
the seven planets.

After Stromovka park was opened to the public, the Hall began to be
rented out for the purposes of a restaurant and dance hall. In 1855, the
Land Estates Committee decided on its more fundamental reconstruction
in the Romantic neo-Gothic style according to the design of B. Grueber,
and the summerhouse was enriched with tower extensions and glazed
arcades. The interior was decorated with allegorical statues; apparently,
they were models for the monument to Emperor Francis I. in Prague 1.
The operation of the facility was not without problems, because the game
preserve was visited mainly on weekends and on holidays or festivities.
An outdoor beer garden was announced in the so-called Kastanka (Chest-
nut Avenue), where a cast-iron music pavilion was placed in 1847. Vaclav
Slechta was later credited with the popularity of the casino. The restau-
rant was named Slechtovka after him. At the turn of the century, the en-
tire lower floor was enclosed by greenery. The building was restored in
2021-22. The oval flower bed in front of the facade of the Slechtova res-
taurant was designed according to the historical form of a flower bed
from the time of the First Czechoslovak Republic. The pavilion should
be returned to its original location after the completion of the operation-
al building and the restoration of Kastanka.

Jiri Débler podle Karla Postla,
Pohled na ¢ast Stromovky,
médiryt, kolem 1810, UDU

AV CR, SGK, sign. G 08327,

80 x 95 mm

g

Jiri Débler podle Karla Postla,
Pohled na ¢ast Stromovky,
médiryt, kolem 1810, UDU

AV CR, SGK, sign. G 08327,

80 x 95 mm
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Vystavba letohradku byla dilezitym momentem ve vyvoji obory, pro-
toze zacalo byt zvelebovano jeho okoli. Na rybniku byl zfizen ostrivek
s altanem a drevény most. Uzivaly se i lod’ky, avsak vodni plocha se po-
stupné zmensovala. Zivot zde bujel diky restauraci a pohodIlnému pri-
stupu z centra Prahy, napojenému na Sirokou promenadni trasu kolem
hraze. Stromoradi z lip a topolt jsou dokumentovdna jiz v prvni polo-
viné 18. stoleti.

Aleje sice nepatrily k zadoucim prvkim anglickych krajinarskych
parki, ve Stromovce vSak prirozené navdzaly na historicky vzniklou
cestni sit a staly se nedilnou souéasti jeji kompozice. Z dochovanych
historickych zaznamu plyne, Ze napf. v letech 1835-1844 Braul oboha-
til Stromovku o 22 v Cechdch zcela nové péstovanych odriid. Postupné
zacaly v parku introdukované dreviny hrat velmi vyznamnou roli a do-
maci dieviny nachdzime dnes spise jen po obvodu aredlu a ve svahovych
partiich. Pivodni lovecka obora se postupné proménila do dnesniho pri-
rodné krajinarského parku, pri¢emz vzacné a cizokrajné dreviny se ne-
soustreduji jen v centrdlni ¢asti (jak tomu byvd zejména u krajinarskych
zameckych parki), ale prostupuji cely areal.

4 — Dolni letohradek (dnesni Slechtovka) a jeho okoli

Pohled na Slechtovu restauraci,

2. pol. 19. stoleti, Fototéka UDU
AV CR, ¢.0 77483

g

View of Slechta’s Restaurant,
2nd half of the 19th century,
Photo Library of the IAH CAS,
Nr.O 77483
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The construction of the Lower Summehouse was an important mo-
ment in the development of the game preserve, as its surroundings be-
gan to be enhanced. An island with a gazebo and a wooden bridge were
built on the pond. Boats were also used, but the water surface gradual-
ly became smaller. Life flourished here thanks to the restaurant and the
convenient access from the centre of Prague, connected to a wide prom-
enade route around the dam. Alleys of lime trees and poplars are docu-
mented as early as the first half of the 18th century.

Although alleys were not among the desirable elements of English
landscape parks, in Stromovka they naturally followed the historically
established road network and became an integral part of its composi-
tion. It arises from the preserved historical records that, for example,
in 1835-1844 Braul augmented Stromovka with twenty-two varieties that
were completely new to Bohemia. Gradually, the introduced trees be-
gan to play a very important role in the park, and today we find domes-
tic trees only around the perimeter of the complex and on the slopes.
The original game preserve gradually transformed into today’s natural
landscape park, with rare and exotic trees not concentrated only in the
central part (as is usually the case in landscape chateau parks), but per-
meate the entire complex.

Zikmund Reach (?), Slechtova
restaurace ve Stromovce,
nedat., bromostribrna
fotografie, UDU AV CR,
Oddéleni dokumentace,
Sbirka historické fotografie,
inv. €. 4698

g

Zikmund Reach (?),

Slechta’s Restaurant in
Stromovka, undated, silver
bromide photograph, IAH CAS,
Department of Documentation,
Collection of Historical
Photographs, Nr. 4698
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Josef Ehm, Sochar'ska vyzdoba
interiéru S’Iechtovvky, 1939,
Fototéka UDU AV CR, &. E 1865

g

Josef Ehm, Sculptural
decoration of the interior of
Slechtovka, 1939, Photo Library
of the IAH CAS, Nr. E 1865

Josef Ehm, Socharska vyzdoba
interiéru Slechtovky, 1939,
Fototéka UDU AV CR, &. E 1864

g

Josef Enm, Sculptural
decoration of the interior of
Slechtovka, 1939, Photo Library
of the IAH CAS, Nr. E 1864
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Prokop Paul, Slechtova
restaurace ve Stromovce,
1977, Fototéka UDU AV CR,
¢.Z 33329

7

Prokop Paul,

Slechta’s Restaurant in
Stromovka, 1977, Photo Library
ofthe IAH CAS, Nr. Z 33329
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5 — Cisarsky mlyn, prochazky
a slavnosti v Kralovské obore

Béhem 18. stoleti byla Kralovska obora zpustosena vojenskymi lezenimi
v letech 1741-42 a 1744-57, horni letohrddek byl vybydleny. Lepty z doby
kolem 1790 (viz Beckovd 2024) ukazuji krajinu obory hospodarsky vy-
uzivanou a takrka bez stromu. Vyjimku tvorily §tépnice a tzv. stary park
(prostor pod Kralovskym letohradkem), které si ke konci 18. stoleti od
panovnika pronajal nevyssi purkrabi a osvicenec Jindfich Frantisek hra-
bé Rottenhan. Se svymi zahradniky tuto partii zveleboval a dovoloval
verejnosti do ni vstupovat. Z tohoto obdobi se zachovala stavbicka zbu-
dovana nad studdnkou u cesty kolem $tépnice, opatena deskou s datem
1802 a moralizujicim latinskym versem Horacia (ve volném prekladu):
,Stasten je ten, komu Bih stfidmé dal pravé tolik, kolik je tfeba.”
Cisarského mlyna, ktery byl ptivodné soucasti aredlu, se vS§ak kra-
lovskd komora vzdala a prodala jej v Sedesdtych letech 18. stoleti. Pres
dostavby sousedicich tovarnich provozu zde zustala fada prvki z doby
Rudolfa II.: grotta vytesana do skaly a obloZena uvnitf bosazi; chodbo-
va galerie; pricny domek; zahrada se ¢tverhrannym rybnickem; mlyn,
prosluly kdysi koly brousicimi drahé kameny, a za Rudolfova nésledni-
ka Matyase dokoncend vstupni brana. Po zméné vlastnika byly nad chod-
bovou galerii zrizeny letni byty a hudebni sdl; grottu obohatila lazen;
rybnicek nahradila zahrddka a nad ni byl zfizen altanek (tzv. Kaplicka).
Promyslend uprava mensiho anglického parku nad Cisarskym mlynem

Plan prazského Cisarského
mlyna, 1834, The ALBERTINA
Museum, Vienna, inv. ¢. AZ9563

J

Plan of Prague’s Imperial Mill,
1834, The ALBERTINA Museum,
Vienna, Nr. AZ9563.
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5 — Imperial Mill, walks and festivals
in the Royal Game Preserve

During the 18th century, the Royal Game Preserve was devastated by mil-
itary encampments in 1741-42 and 1744-57, and the Upper Summer Res-
idence was abandoned. Etchings from around 1790 (see Beckova 2024)
show the landscape of the game preserve being used for farming and al-
most without trees. The exceptions were the orchard and the so-called
old park - the area under the Upper Summer Residence - which were
leased from the monarch at the end of the 18th century by the supreme
burgrave and representative of the Enlightenment Jindfich Frantisek
Count Rottenhan (in German Johann Alexander von Rottenhan). He and
his gardeners improved this area and allowed the public to enter it. From
this period, a small structure built above a well by the road around the or-
chard has been preserved, furnished with a plaque with the date 1802 and
a moralising Latin verse by Horace: in a free translation “Happy is he to
whom God has given sparingly just as much as is necessary.”

The Imperial Mill, which was originally part of the complex, was,
however, given up by the Royal Chamber and sold in the 1760s. De-
spite the completion of the adjacent factory operations, a number of el-
ements from the time of Rudolf II remained: a grotto, carved into the
rock and lined with bossage on the inside; a corridor gallery; a trans-
verse house, a garden with a four-sided pond; a mill, once famous for
its wheels polishing precious stones, and the entrance gate built by Ru-
dolf’s successor Matthias. After the change of owner, summer apartments
and a music hall were built above the corridor gallery; the grotto was en-
riched by a spa; the pond was replaced by a garden and a small gazebo
(“Chapel”) was built above it. The thoughtful arrangement of the small-
er English park above the Imperial Mill is documented in a plan from the
Albertina in Vienna, dated 1834. The restaurant behind the entrance gate,
which was already operating there at that time, is marked as the
“Kollerkiiche“ (Nr. 2).

Zikmund Reach (?), Brana
do Cisarského mlyna,
bromostribrna fotografie/
pohlednice, UDU AV CR,
Oddeéleni dokumentace,
Sbirka historické fotografie,
inv. €. 3999

g

Zikmund Reach (?), Gate to the
Imperial Mill, silver bromide
photograph / postcard,

IAH CAS, Department of
Documentation, Collection

of Historical Photographs,

Nr. 3999
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je dokumentovana planem z videnské Albertiny, datovanym rokem 1834.
Kuchyné venkovni restaurace za vstupni branou, ktera zde jiz tou dobou
fungovala, je oznacena jako , Kollerkiiche“ (Nr 2).

Vlastnici mlyna se stfidali, ale stdle fungoval jakysi dozor komory:
roku 1806 byl majitel upozornén, ze vzhledem k tomu, ze okolni kraji-
na Jeho Milosti cisarské je nyni oteviena verejnosti, ma se zavazat k udr-
Zovani budovy mlyna a cest v dobrém stavu, poustét verejnost do grotty,
spojené se jménem cisare Rudolfa II., a ma rovnéz povolit vysadbu stro-
mu a kfovin na brehu feky mezi $tépnici a mlynem.

Restaurace v Cisai'ském mlyné byla vedle Slechtovky rovnéz
oblibenym cilem Prazanti. Rameno Vltavy, dnes jiz v celé své délce ne-
existujici, skytalo fadu moznosti pro volnocasové zdbavy a sporty, ja-
ko bylo brusleni. Predvedena zde byla Bozkova parni lod (1817). Obora
byla také preferovanym mistem priznivci balonového Iétani. Oblibe-
nou femeslnou slavnosti, jejiz navstévnici zaplinovali Stromovku v utery
po Velikonocich, byl bubenecsky , Slamnik*. Ale i jiné akce, predev§im
¢asté hudebni produkce, dokdzaly do Stromovky naldkat davy Prazani.
Areal byl rovnéz vhodny pro rizné reprezentativné-politické udalosti, at
to byly slavnosti usporddané pro panovniky, jako napt. dozinkové slav-
nosti spojené s oslavou korunovace Frantiska I. (1792), nebo tzv. slavnost
svornosti ke sblizeni Cechii a Némcii, usporddana tésné pred revolucni-
mi uddlostmi roku 1848. V posledni tietin€é 19. stoleti zacala byt vychod-
ni plocha parku zmensovéna, aby se zde mohly konat hospodérské a po-
sléze i velké zemské narodopisné vystavy.

)

Karel Bellmann, Pohled do
dvora Cisar'ského mlyna,
selatinova fotografie, UDU

AV CR, Oddéleni dokumentace,
Sbirka historické fotografie,
inv. . 003483l

g

Karel Bellmann, View of the
courtyard of the Imperial Mill,
gelatine silver print, IAH CAS,
Department of Documentation,
Collection of Historical
Photographs, Nr. 003483
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Anonym, Brana do Cisarského
mlyna, z alba ,,64 Natur-
-Zeichnungen in Bbhmen®,
1816-1819, kresba tuzkou,
UDU AV CR, SGK, sign. G 5481,
160 x 225 mm

g

Anonymous, Gate to the
Imperial Mill, from the album
“64 Natur-Zeichnungen in
Béhmen”, 1816-1819, pencil
drawing, IAH CAS, CGD,
sign. G 5481, 160 x 225 mm
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Zikmund Reach (?), Altanek
v zahradé Cisarského mlyna,
nedat., bromostribrna
fotografie, UDU AV CR,
Oddéleni dokumentace,
Sbirka historické fotografie,
inv. ¢. 4544

g

Zikmund Reach (?), Gazebo

in the garden of the Imperial
Mill, undated, silver bromide
photograph, IAH CAS,
Department of Documentation,
Collection of Historical
Photographs, Nr. 4544
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The owners of the mill changed, but a kind of Royal Chamber over-
sight still functioned: in 1806, the owner was warned that since the sur-
rounding countryside of His Imperial Grace was now open to the pub-
lic, he should commit to maintaining the mill building and roads in good
condition, allow the public to enter the grotto associated with the name
of Emperor Rudolf I1, and also allow the planting of trees and shrubs on
the riverbank between orchard and the mill.

The restaurant in the Imperial Mill was also a popular destination
for the people of Prague, alongside Slechtovka. The branch of the River
Vltava, which no longer exists in its entire length, offered many opportu-
nities for leisure activities and sports, such as ice skating. Bozek’s steam-
boat (1817) was presented here. The game preserve was also a popular
place for ballooning enthusiasts. A popular craft festival, whose visitors
filled Stromovka on the Tuesday after Easter, was the Bubene¢ “Slamnik”
(a tailors’ festival to welcome spring and marriage). But other events, es-
pecially frequent musical productions, were also able to attract crowds of
Prague residents to the park. The area was also suitable for various rep-
resentative-political events, whether they were festivities organised for
monarchs, such as the harvest festival associated with the celebration of
the coronation of Francis I (1792) or the so-called celebration of harmo-
ny to bring Czechs and Germans closer together, organised just before
the revolutionary events of 1848. In the last third of the 19th century, the
eastern area of the park began to be reduced so that agricultural and lat-
er large land ethnographic exhibitions could be held there.

Antonin Pucherna, Vchod do
Kralovské obory, 1805-1810,
kolorovany lept s akvatintou,
UDU AV CR, SGK, sign. G 6260,
160 x 250 mm

g

Antonin Pucherna, Entrance
to Royal Game Preserve,
1805-1810, coloured etching
with aquatint, IAH CAS, CGD,
sign. G 6260, 160 x 250 mm
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Wilhelm Rupp, Brusleni na vitavském rameni

u Cisarského mlyna v Bubenci, 1865, alouminova
fotografie z mokrého kolodiového negativu, UDU
AV CR, Oddéleni dokumentace, Sbirka historické
fotografie, inv. . 1561, 234 x 300 mm
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